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Procedure vs 2 Phase Commit 

• 2PC is a distributed 
transaction protocol that 
supports ACID semantics. 

• After Commit is decided 
at the Coordinator the 
commit must recover and 
fail forward. 

 
 

 

• Procedure has similar 
communications phases 
but does not support 
ACID semantics 

• Does not recover on 
failures 

• For now this is ok – if we 
fail anywhere the 
snapshot fails, and 
another can be taken 
without adversely 
affecting original table. 
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If Coordinator 
fails,  the 

snapshot is 
aborted! (2pc 

would fail 
forward) 

If member fails,  
the snapshot is 
aborted! (2pc 

would fail 
forward) 

If we aren’t doing proper 2PC do we need all this infrastructure? 


